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GOVERMLENT AIDS STO "Eﬁ'
IN POISCHWING TOLVES ANL CCYOTES

Czrefuily plansed campsigns cevering tenz of thousends of sguare miles
of range in the Wectern States chiefly Nevada, Arizona, New Wexico, Idzaho,
Colorade, Utzh, ond Wyoming, are now being erganized to poison wolves and
coyotes in ithe annual winter drive conducted by the Biological Survey, United
States Denartment 6f Agricqlture, end its cooperators amonz State officials
end stock growers. Depredations of these pests among herds and flocks of
the range country are costianpg stockmen millions od dollars every year. Re-
rorts ic the»departmsnﬁ from ite agents in the field state that the pre-
liiinaries hzve beon about comy le ed in soue sectipgs and are progressing
residly in ovters, and thst the canpaign, from Canada to kexico, w@ll soon
be in full swing. These camﬁaigns are planaed to secure maximum results and
at the smae time provide al. possible saregusrds to live stock, valuable dogs
and fur-beering snimals.

Poison for tre coyotes ic put oul under the supervision of the depart-
uent experts. The work is done vitl cnreful diccrimination, using thoroughly

tested nlzns and metlrofs, znd whnlz comriunities ar

, &ncs o}

rganized for the effort.
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These local organizati ons ofien embrace areas of great size; for instaonce,
one cemmunity aslone in Idaho, where the work is a%t present being actively
preozacuted, cavers 2 meountain valley more than 100 miles long and {rom 10

to 30 miles wide. In the scutherr nertion of thatitate voisaning oporetions
will be orgenizel from the Cregon line~to Tyoming.
It is estimated that cprroximately 150,060 coyotes fell before the
e Y

poicon cawpslzns during the pact six yesrs., This estimate is rogarded as

el
conservetive: there ig no nossible means ol determining the exact number.
For weeks aid nonths after the campaiga ic over stockmen discover the

is ectimated that each
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carcasces of the arimels thus disnosad of. As i
ceyota destroys $50 worth oi stock every year the total damage thus averted,
wasnd on . one vear czlculatiocn, reackes the imposing asgregate of 47,500,600 C.
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The work this year will be more extensive and more t*aroughly organized

than at any time in the post.
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Winter, when the stock comes in fro.: the sumser rance, is the tiwme

selected sor the streaszent drive. Theos 1

s

le tlnt the coyote hunzers, and
tlhe cumier posture ‘s fres for the Govermuent agent to work without danger to
araziny stoc™s Trewe are na gheeuw ar eoltle to f2ll victia to the noison,

e shenn dogs 4o ent it and crawl avay to die--only the four-footed bandits of

nlain and mountain,
How &lhe Poison is Flaced
Fifty thouveard cholce morsels of neat, cut in convesient size for zobbling

Beenr killer, each tiny morsel with ito portion of poisoan tuckod

inclde, tasteless and offsective! That is the quantity for Nevada
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vy=five thousand mouthfuls of weat and poison for New iexico! One
hundred aad ainety-two thoussad for Arizoual Half o« million for Utah! Thus is
the isble of The vestern pasiure prepared for the slinking bandit who prowls
and nreye wrerever he wey, skulking by dav and slaving by night the finest

and cholcert of the farmery’ 1amLs and sheen ond calves,

For weeks before tI'8 mctual baiting beging the stockmen are enlisted and
organized ard dausht the nort they musipley, Baeh cormunity has its own
leaders in ths work, Assoeiations of stockmen join in. Independent ranchmen
and sheep ovmers heln swell) the total., The cowpuncher gives a hand. The
sheevrherder locks uvn hiv dogs ond helps out. The whole comnunity is mebilized
preparetory to spreacding the messeze of death against the natural enemy of
the cemmunity'n eceovannde life.

The: tlve range zad wountnins are entirely free of sheep and cattle the
work ic actuslly begurn. Sometimes it is necessary to train the coyote into
going for hiz feod to certain free lunch counters whieh later are converted
iado dewthetiods, so fer as the coyote io concerned. In thece instances a

bait iree fiow poison, generally fresh meat, is planted. When the coyotes

{0 come here for their food, and the tracks in the mud or the

§ha

are accuntone
snow show thot the pests are plentiful, the approachies to the feeding station
ere previded with delectinble poison sandwicher of freshly killed meat, juicy
and invitinz, just the eize to fit s cruel mouth and slavering jews. These
1ittle sandwicher, cut about an inch square and froa a quarter fo o half inch
trick, are planted in the favorite pnths which the coyotes take in aperoaching
the hait,

ek of thenc norsels of meat is sliced dewa the .niddle, The poison

ig incertacd and then the sandwich is complete. The coyote tastes only the

meat 2nd doeon't kaow tF-% he has teken poison till o message from his
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rior departnent conveys the fatnl tidis

Sometines when n stend is fur up o mountninside or in the high hills where
the snow comes early and stays late, or in country which for any reason soon

ecoues ilnaccessivle for the stockuan to vieit, a quarter or a half of a

carcasr of freeh meat is placed there for the animals, loaded with many balls

of fet gunk into the flest and covered. Each hall of fat carriég?%essage of
deuth, and the end comes quickly to the coycte which takes one,

Pazinstaking eore is excrcised to see thet the poison reaches only the
coyote, wolf or other ctock destroyer. When tracks or other sizn show that
valuable fur-bearing animals are coming to the unpoisoned fresh-meat station
the wvoison plan in modified, for the Gevernment would rather kill the coyotes
b¥ rifle or irap, if necessary than poison valunble species, The sheep
herders choin or lock up their dogs, since the most valuable sheep dog may
f2ll & yictinm to the poisoned bait ns quickly as a coyote. The sheep and
ccitle themselves are fer {row tle scene, safe,

When the snows melt and the ranges are green again, and the herds and
herders once mere are oack on the sumaer pasture, the story of the winter
campaign? 1s told in cercasses lying here and there over i¥a rargs. Thov nre

the carcasses of the covotes vhich for going once too often to the bait

will slay no aore.
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